
Foxtel hits out at proposed copyright changes involving 'geo-blocking'
Marianna PapadaMs

Foxtel has criticised changes proposed
by the Productivity Commission,
including allowing Australians to cir-
cumvent "geo-blocking".

Meanwhile, lawyers have raised con-
cerns that some changes could stifle
innovation and inhibit economic
growth.

A Foxtel spokesman said the com-
pany disagreed with the Productivity
Commission's views on geo-blocking,
saying if Foxtel was not able to licence
relatively inexpensive content from
overseas it could not afford to invest in
the much more expensive Australian
content that it created. The commis-

sion suggested reforming copyright
laws enabling Australian consumers to
circumvent offshore retailers' attempts
to charge them more by geo-blocking
access to cheaper products and ser-
vices overseas.

"Nor would it be able to employ
thousands of Australians," the spokes-
man said. "Economic and cultural
activity would be curtailed in Australia
and money would flow offshore to
companies which would have no
reason to make a contribution to Aus-

tralia"
But Choice chief executive Alan

Kirkland said the commission's pro-
posed reforms could rebalance the sys-
tem towards interests of consumers

from mostly United States-based rights
holders, including pharmaceutical
companies, Hollywood studios and
publishing houses. This was appropri-
ate, given Australia effectively exported
$1 of patented goods and services for
every $4.50 it imported.

"Allowing consumers to circumvent
geo-blocking would take down digital
trade barriers that shield Australia
from competition and mean con-
sumers have poorer choices and pay
higher prices," Mr Kirkland said.

Copyright Agency chief executive
Adam Suckling said the introduction of
a long-debated US-style "fair use"
exception for the use of copyright
material would curtail the production
of Australian content and destabilise
an industry that contributed $7.4 bil-
lion to the economy.

The proposal was supported by the
Australian Law Reform Commission
in 2014 but has thus far been rejected
by Attorney-General George Brandis,

after strong pusljes by giants in the US
film, music and publishing industries
for Australia not to adopt it.

Mr Suckling pointed to a report by
PwC in February that showed the intro-
duction of a fair-use exception could
reduce gross domestic product by $1
billion, as well as lead to increased litig-
ation over the use of content

"Authors, publishers and artists
working in the Australian market rely
on our fit-for-purpose copyright
regime for a return on their invest-
ment To remove their right to give per-
mission when someone wants to use
their work - either for a payment or not
- can only be seen as a retrograde step,"
he said.

Copyright laws are under fire.
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