
Copyright Agency is a not-for-profit rights management organisation whose members include writers, artists and publishers. 
It is appointed by the Australian Government to manage licensing arrangements that allow educational use of content in a 
variety of ways, in return for fair payment to the creators of the content. Membership is free. www.copyright.com.au
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Why does our 
organisation need 
the educational 
statutory licence?

If you want to use any third party material to distribute to your students for 
educational purposes (which you have not bought or do not have permission to 
use) you need this licence.

A licence will give your teachers more flexibility in the creation of their course materials 
and/or handouts, while minimising the chance of infringing Australian copyright laws. 

Feedback from independent colleges currently licensed is that teaching materials 
throughout the institution improve considerably upon take-up of the licence, as do 
student and teacher satisfaction.

What does the licence 
enable us to do?

The licence allows all staff to copy and communicate text and images for 
educational purposes, from any source. You don’t have to own the original.

Under the licence you can:

• use content from a range of sources such as books, newspapers, journals, 
printouts, photocopies, websites

• use text and images in any format (printed, digital)

• make as many copies as you need

• make copies offsite

• scan printed content

• make content available on a learning management system

• email content to students

Why do We need a 
licence if We create all 
our oWn Material for 
teaching purposes?

It can take a lot of time, energy and resources to produce course material from 
scratch. Rather than re-inventing the wheel, why not use the licence to take bits 
and pieces from elsewhere and incorporate them into your course materials? 
This includes images such as photos, graphs and maps.

Alternatively, if you do prefer to create all your own materials, the licence allows 
you to supplement these materials by, for example, distributing current and/or 
relevant articles you may happen to see. 

We buy all our 
resources externally 
so Why should We 
spend More Money on 
this licence?

The educational statutory licence allows teachers immediate use of content from 
any source. This gives you the freedom and flexibility to provide students with 
much broader content, supplementing any course materials you may currently be 
purchasing from a third party supplier.

Sometimes creating a course pack by taking portions of third party material and 
putting them together may cost less than buying the entire resource outright. 

hoW Much does it cost 
to buy the licence? 

This depends on the size of your organisation, whether it is for-profit or not-for-
profit, and the level of study offered. For small to medium-sized institutions, the 
annual fee may be as little as $300.

Where can i get 
further inforMation?

A quick phone call or email is the best way to clarify anything that is still unclear.

Phone 02 9394 7600 and ask to speak to our friendly Educational Licensing 
Department or email us at educationlicences@copyright.com.au.

faQs for independent 
colleges and rtos


