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Documents downloadable from a website

You can copy an entire document downloadable from a website, unless it is separately 
available for purchase (in which case, you can only copy a ‘reasonable portion’).
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Online resources such as online magazines and blogs

You can copy an article from an online magazine (or two articles if they are on the 
same subject). If the magazine is available for purchase, it is unlikely you can copy 
more (because it would be regarded as more than a ‘reasonable portion’). On a 
blogpost, each blog is likely to be a separate ‘work’, and you can copy all of it.

Works such as text books

If the work is not available for purchase, you can copy all of it. If it is available for 
purchase, you can copy a ‘reasonable portion’. A chapter, or 10% of the pages, is a 
‘reasonable portion’. You can nearly always copy images in a book, either because 
they accompany the text you are copying, or because they are not separately 
available for purchase.

Quotes

The statutory licence allows the use of quotes.

How much can we copy from the results of a search on Google Images?

Each image is a separate ‘work’, and you can use each of the images you find. 
The ‘reasonable portion’ rule does not apply to digital images. You can use 
images from a ‘secondary’ source; you do not need to go to the original source.

Can I include images on our LMS, in a PowerPoint presentation or in a 
printed workbook?

Yes. Unlimited use of images from a digital source in any of those formats is fine.

If an image you want to use is in hardcopy form, you need to make sure the 
image is not separately available for purchase before you use it.

Are there databases of pre-approved images for education providers to 
access, as opposed to just using Google?

The statutory licence allows teachers to use any image from any source. There is no 
need for ‘pre-approval’.

Does the licence allow a teacher to use an image they find online, even 
if it’s available for purchase from an image library?

Yes. If you are using an image from a digital source, the statutory licence applies 
even if a copy of the image is available for purchase.

HOW MUCH CAN 
WE COPY?

COPYING IMAGES

The Australian Government has appointed Copyright Agency to administer the 
educational statutory licence. This allows all educational institutions to copy and 
share text and images for educational purposes. The FAQs below are tips for 
licence holders to take advantage of the many features of the licence.

INTRODUCTION
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Repackaging content (e.g. in your own learning materials)

The statutory licence allows ‘repackaging’ (e.g. combining text extracts and 
images from third party sources with text written by teachers).

Cropping and altering images

In general, under the ‘moral rights’ provisions in the Copyright Act, you must avoid 
making changes or additions to images (and other works) that are unreasonably 
‘derogatory’ (prejudicial to the creator).

Do we need to credit the content we use?

The statutory licence does not require teachers to credit the source of the 
content they use, however, under the ‘moral rights’ provisions in the Copyright 
Act, you must attribute the author unless it is reasonable not to (or the author has 
consented to not being attributed). 

If you are making a digital copy or communication of any work, you must include 
the ‘electronic use’ notice (copyright.com.au/electronic-use-notice). 

There may be other reasons that it is necessary or desirable to credit the source, 
such as compliance with academic guidelines, or that you may in the future want 
to identify the source.

ALTERING, 
REPACKAGING 
CONTENT

CREDIT & 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

How should we reference the source of material we use?

The obligation under moral rights provisions in the Copyright Act to attribute 
an author requires ‘any reasonable form of identification’. The attribution could 
be anywhere adjacent to the work (e.g. top or bottom) or, in appropriate cases, 
associated with the work (e.g. on a credits page). If the author has asked to be 
attributed in a particular way, and that is a reasonable way, then that form of 
attribution should be used.

OTHER ISSUES Are there differences between what we are required to do in print 
versus digital format?

The statutory licence applies in a similar way to digital uses as it does to ‘hardcopy’ 
uses apart from copying limits in relation to images. The main difference is that 
electronic copies and communications need to include the ‘electronic use notice’.

http://www.copyright.com.au/electronic-use-notice
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What are the penalties for copyright infringement?

A copyright owner can take legal action against a person who infringes their 
copyright. Court orders in a successful action can include compensation for loss 
caused by the infringement, ‘injunctions’ (e.g. to refrain from future infringement), 
and reimbursement of legal costs. In some cases, infringement can also be a 
criminal offence, with penalties that include fines and jail sentences.

Can institutions include links on their LMS to external websites?

Yes. In most cases, this is unlikely to require copyright permission. If it does, it 
would be covered by the statutory licence.

Does the statutory licence apply to marketing materials?

No. The licence does not apply to marketing materials, because marketing is 
not ‘educational purposes’. Where a use is not covered by the statutory licence, 
Copyright Agency may be able to assist with getting any necessary clearances.

OTHER ISSUES
(continued)




